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ANNOUNCER?  “Uncle  Sasi*s  Forest  Rangers” 

MUSIC?  Quartet;  Ranger's  Song 

ANNOUNCER;  One  of  the  foremost  men  of  this  country  who  early  realized 
the  necessity  for  forest  conservation  was  the  late  Doctor 
rrankxin  B«  Hough,  of  Lowvillep  New  York.  His  profession 
was  Medicine,  but  he  gave  a large  amount  of  time  and  study 
to  all  branches  of  science  and  was  considered  an  outstanding 
authority  on  many c.  His  awareness  of  the  danger  of 
exnausting  the  timber  supply  in  this  country^  brought 
on  -as  a result  of  wholesale  forest  devastations,  caused 
him  to  dedicate  his  efforts  to  forestry.  His  prominence 
as  a scientist  gave  weight  to  his  opinions . But  the 
radical  nature  of  his  arguments  caused  them  to  be  met  with 
opposition  and  ridicule c Doctor^-' Hough  was  not- an- 
Ideallstic  dreamer <>  He  was  a far* seeing  scientist  who 
knew  his  little  world  well  enough  to  be  prepared  to  back 
up  his  theories  with  concrete  examples  and  facts  Some 
60  years  ago,  Dr.  Hough  became  the  first  aovernment 
Fores ter o 

And  now,  when  we  tune  In  at  the  Pine  Cone  Hanger  Station - 
Ranger  Jim  Robbins  and  his  assistant,  Jerry  Quick^  have 
been  working  In  their  office  until  late  in  the  evening. 

They  have  Just  finished  a lengthy  report  to  send  to  the 
Supervisor.  Here  they  are 
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JERRY? 

JIMS 

JERRY: 

JIMS 
JERRY S 
JIMS 
JERRY  S 

JIMS 

JERRY 8 

JIMS 


(FADE  IN)  Gosh,  Jim,  this  office  work  gets  me  down.  I 
didn't  Join  the  Forest  Service  to  punch  a typewriter o 
Well,  Jerry,  when  you  get  to  be  a Ranger,  you  can  figure 
on  doing  anything  from  shootln*  wildcats  to  washing  your 
own  socks.  It’s  an  all  around  Job-. 

Yeah,  but  this  doggone  report  Is  so  long.  Couldn't  they 
cut  It  down  or  something? 

Ever  hear  of  Doctor  Hough,  Jerry? 

You  mean  Franklin  B,  Hough? 

Uhuho 

Sure.  He' was  the  first  man  to  make  an  official  report 
on  the  condition  of  forest  lands  in  this  country. 

That's  right.  How'd  you  like  to  have  to  make  a report 
like  his? 

Gosh,  that  must^ve  been  a pretty  big  Job,  all  right,  - 
starting  from  scratch  like  he  dido 

Yepo  Must  have  been  a fighter,  that  fella.  He  never  would 
give  up.  He  wrote  articles  and  made  speeches  to  scientists, 
universities,  tanners,  lumbermen  and  anybody  he  could  get 
to  listen  to  him.  There  was  a certain  lumberman,  they  say, 
that  gave  him  a lot  of  opposition-?  But  Doctor  Hough  went 
right  to  his  office  to  talk  to  him  personally.  I guess  that 
must  have  been  some  time  about  eighteen  seventy- six. 

This  lumberman  - I don't  know  what  his  name  was  »>  (FADING) 
we'll  call  him  Lindstrom  — 
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^ (TRANSITION  CHORD  FOR  FLASH^BAGK) 


LINDSTROMs 

(SELF  PLEASED,  ROBUST  VOICE)  (FADE  IN)  Well,,  I '*11  tell 

y 

you.  Doctor  --  Doctor  «-»  What  did  you  say  your  name  is? 

^ houghs; 

Doctor  Franklin  Hough,. 

LlWDSTg 

Hougho  Suren  I*ffi  not  so  good  at  names,  but  I never  forget 

• 

a face®  Well,,  as  I was  saying®  You  scientists  should 

O 

get  wise  to  yourselves.  These  fancy  ideas  of  yours  about 

saving  the  forests  for  posterity  are  all 

HOUGHS 

It's  not  only  posterity  we  have  to  think  of,  Mr«  Lindstrom, 

LINDSTS 

but  we  — 

I know®  I know®  They’re  pretty  good  ideas,  I guess,,  but 

they  aren®t  practical^  I®ve  been  in  the  lumbering  bu3i;i'  ' 

0 

1 

for  twenty  three  years  and  I°ve  never  lost  money  yet.,  Thf 

trouble  with  you  people  is  that  you  waste  all  s^^our  time 

making  up  high  sounding  theories  that  don't  have  the  first 

y 

thing  to  do  with  real  business®  Now  I represent  the 

3 

biggest  lumber  interests  in  this  seo^;ion,-  and  when  I say 

they  arenH  practical  ideas,  I know  what  I'm  talking  alout 

HOUGHS 

But  Mr®  Lindstromij,  what  I"m  telling  you  5^  practical...  You 

3 

say  you  represent  one  of  the  big  lumber  interests  in  this-- 

LIHDSTs 

I said  the  bie:sest  lumber  interests® 
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Pardon  meo  The  biggest  lumber  interests  in  this  sectiono 
But  when  your  crews  cut  the  timber  from  a piece  of  forest 
land  they  strip  it  bare,,  They  don*t  leave  hardly  a tree 
standing,  and  then  you  let  fires  come  along  and  destroy 
w?iat‘s  lefto  No  care  is  taken  to  provide  for  a future 
cutting  on  the  same  price  of  land*. 

What  do  we  need  a second  cutting  for?  There *s  plenty  of 
timber  and  there  always  will  be 

Not  if  you  cut  all  of  ito  How  do  you  expect  trees  to 
grow  on  barren  land?  The  only  ways  you  can  prevent  the 
destruction  of  your  supply  of  lumber  ere  to  leave  enough 
trees  for  seed3jig.j  Some  day  you  may  have  to  plant  the 
areas  that  you®ve  already  stripped. 

Plant  trees  you  mean? 

Of  course o 

(LAUGHING  LOUDLY)  That's  a good  onep  Doctoro  1^11  have  to 
tell  it  to  the  boys  at  the  club.,  Well  you  Just  go  right 
sheado  if  you  want  to  plant  trees,  and  have  yourself  o, 
good  timeo  (LAUGHS) 

Perhaps  I shadlo  Now  look  here^  Lindstromo  You "re 
engaged  in  a business  that  depends  entirely  upon  the 
forests  for  raw  material^  and  yet  you  do  everything  within 
your  power  to  destroy  the  source o 
What  of  it?  We’re  making  money,  aren't  we? 
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Ye  So  You* re  making  money  now.  But  how  about  ten  years 
from  now?  Lumbering  Is  a lot  like  farming,  if  you  stop 
to  think  about  Ito  A good  farmer  has  to  know  more  about 
his  business  than  the.  methods  for  harvesting  crops.  Fact 
iSg  he  has  to  know  more  about  planting,  and  tend Ing  crops 
than  anything  else.  But  you  men  don*t  think  about  anytnlng 
but  harvesting.  Just  because  nature  helps  you  do  the 
planting,  don't  deceive  yourselves  that  she  can  produce 
timber  as  fast  as  you  can  out  ito  You*ve  got  to  run  your 
business  like  the  farmers,  you’ve  got  to  treat  timber 
like  a crop  — or  you  won’t  have  any  business  to  run. 

If  I ever  want  any  help  to  run  my  business  I can  tell  you 
I won’t  ask  any  crack-brained  scientists  for  it. 

(CAU5LY)  I’m  sure  you  won’tp  Mr»  Lindstrom.  But  there’ll 
be  a time  when  you’ll  wish  you  hado 

Well,  let  me  tell  you  somethlngp  nowp  Doctoro  You  can  talk 
about  planting  trees  and  seeding  all  you  want  to , but  we 
have  a system  that  beats  that  to  Kingdom  Come.  Whenever 
we  get  the  trees  cut  in  one  place all  we  need  to  do  Is 
pull  stak.es  and  move  on  to  new  timber.  ”Go  west,  young  man 
(LAUGHS)  That's  usp  all  righto 
But  you  csin’t  always  move  west  to  new  timber _ 

It's  a pretty  long  stretch  across  this  country ^ Doctor. 
(LAUGHS) 
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AJAX; 

HOUGH! 


Not  as  far  as  you  thinko  Another  hundred  years  of  the 
present  destruction  will  see  this  country  as  hare  as  the 
palm  of  your  hando 

Might  as  well  be  the  judgment  day  as  a hundred  years ~ 
Doctor^  as  far  as  you  and  I are  ooncernedo  --  Well^  I guess 
there's  no  harm  in  letting  you  scientists  rave  on  about  it? 
(LAUGHS) 

Thank  you^  sir*  I suppose  you  know  there's  a bill  before 
congress  now  for  the  appointment  of  a Commissioner  of 
Forestry.  (FADING)  Good  day,  Mro  Lindstrom.  I'm  glad  to 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  talking  with  you  — 

(INTERLUDE) 

Good  mornings,  Doctah  Hough, 

(fade  in)  Good  morning,  Ajax,  How's  the  business  of  our 
country  today? 
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Jes*  so-so,  Doctaho  Jes*  so-so=  De  Representatives  is 
Jes'  gettin’  down  to  worko  You  *8  lookin’  mi^ty  spry 
tod  ay« 

It’s  going  to  be  a great  day^  Ajax^  You®ll  remember  it 

for  a long  time  o 

Is  we  gonna  git  de  day  off? 

(CHUCKLES)  Well,  I wouldn®t  vouch  for  thato 
Wha’s  gonna  happen? 

The  House^  of  Representatives  is  going  to  pass  a bill  for 
the  appointment  of  a Commissioner  of  Forestry 
Yes,,  suh.,  dat®ll  be  mighty  .fine  — • what  is  dat^  anyhow? 
You “11  find  out  soon  enough. 

X ®spec“  sOp  Say,  Doctahg  heah  come  Congressman  Uunnell^ 
Ohp  ye  Sc  Good  morning^  Dunnell-^ 

(FADE  in)  I“m  glad  to  see  yoUj..  Doctor  Hough  Morning^; 

A^  aXo 
YeSj,  suh. 

Our  blll‘’s  next  up, 

Good  I“m  just  in  tlmeo  I was  afraid  I^d  be  late.  Got 
wound  up  talking  to  a meeting  of  sclentistso  It’s  an 
occasion  ’d^ien  I can  get  someone  to  sit  still  long  enough  to 
listen  to  one  of  my  lectures  on  fores try » But  nobody 
walked  outr,  so  I just  kept  on  talkingo 
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I®m  afraid  I wasn‘t  so  successful  as  you. 

Ohp  nonsense,  man.  You*re  too  easily  discouragedo  The 
Lands  Committee  reported  favorably  on  our  bill.  President 
Grant's  in  favor  of  It.  Hot  to  mention  some  of  the 
Cabinet  and  the  Lands  Commissioner « 

I know.»  But  none  of  them  has  a voteo 

(LAUGHS)  You're  being  over- cautious,  man.  Why,  they  can't 
turn  down  a measure  like  that  o 

They  won't  turn  It  downo  I talked  to  some  of  the  members 

this  morning.  I*m  afraid  they'll  just  Oh,  well,  perhap 

I am  being  over-cautious.  But  I haven't  been  around  this 
place  six  years  for  nothing* 

Nobody  knows  that  better  than  lo  If  it  hadn't  been  for 
your  help,  the  bill  wouldn't  have  been  out  of  committee  yet 
I certainly  hope  it  pulls  through*  I think  I^d  better  be 
getting  backo  (FADE)  I'll  let  you  know  what  happens* 

I'll  wait  here  for  youo 
(OFF)  All  righto 

He  don'  look  so  happy  as  you  do,  Doctah* 

I suppose  it's  old  stuff  for  hlmj,  seeing  a bill  you*re 
interested  in  come  up  in  Congress,  but  it's  my  first  tlmeo 
(CHUCKLES)  Yes,  suhp  Doctahp  you  acks  jes*  like  I did  de 
fust  time  I wux  gonna  be  a pappy o Yes,  suh* 
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HOUGH : 
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Like  you  did  the  first  time  you  added  to  your  family p eh? 
Jes*  de  fust  time.  Doctah® 

That's  a good  one  on  me^  AJaxo  I should  be  very  composed 
and  calm  under  any  circumstances ^ shouldn't  I? 

I don'  know,  DoctsUa*  It  don*  make  no  difference  how  much 
experience  you's  had  with  other  folks o It®s  Jes*  de  same 
when  it  hits  youo 

(CHUCKLES)  That's  rlghtp  Ajax.  Oh,  there  goes  a gentleman 
I'  know  — — (CALLING)  Mr«  Llndstrom'. 

(OFF)  Yes?  You  speaking  to  me? 

Gome  over  here  a moment  — » you  don't  remember  me- 
(FADE  IN)  Why,  of  course  I dOo  You  were  in  my  office 
last  week.,  wanting  me  to  help  save  the  forestSc  (LAUGHS) 
What  did  you  say  your  name  is? 

Doctor  Franklin  Houghs 

Of  course o Of  course^  I®m  not  so  good  at  names  but  I 
never  forget  a face.>  Say,.  I He  been  reading  some  of  those 
claptrap  articles  about  forestry  that  you  see  in  all  the 
papers  nowo 

That's  Interestlngo  What  did  you  think  of  them? 

You  didn  't  give  them  any  thought  o I knew  they  were  a?.l 
foolishness  to  start  with. 

You  may  change  your  mind  within  the  next  few  minutes  or  so 
I don't  know  what  foro 
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I believe  I mentioned  to  you  that  there  is  a bill  before 
Congress  for  the  appointment  of  a Commissioner  of  Forestry » 
What  of  it?  You  don't  think  it's  going  to  get  through, 
do  you? 

I rather  think  it  will,  yeso 

I wouldn't  be  too  sure  of  myself,  if  I were  you.  We 
lumbermen  have  been  running  our  business  and  paying  our 
taxes  since  the  first  tree  was  cut.  end  sold  in  this  country o 
Congress  isn't  going  to  monkey  with  a business  that's  doing 
as  well  as  lumbering o You  scientists  ought  to  leave  things 
alone  that' are  none  of  your  affair. 

Some  dayp  Llndstrom.  this  country  will  see  the  value  of 
scientific  forestry^  and  of  science  and  research  to  all 
branches  of  life  There'll  come  a time  when  the  scientists 
will  be  Invited  to  act  as  advisors  to  work  in  cooperation 
with  you  business  men.  It  may  be  fifty  or  a hundred  years 
before  it  happens.  But  it  will  come  . People  will  scoff  at 
science.  And  the  scientists  will  make  mistakes..  Just  as 
you  make  them.  It  won't  be  a Sunday  School  picnic ^ But 
the. merger  of  science  and  business  will  be  of  immense 
value  to  this  country,  if  only  we  give  it  a fighting  chance 
I wish  you  luckj,  Doctoro  You'll  need  it.  I guess  I *11 
get  under  way  nowo  Some  gentlemen  around  here  I want  to 
talk  tOo  (FADING)  Goodbye o 
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Goodbye  j,  Lindstrom*. 

Doctah  Hough,  heah  comes  de  Congressman  back.  He  sho* 
nuff  don*  look  happy  now.  No,  suh. 

What*s  happened,  Dunnell?  They  haven't  had  time  to  take 
any  action  on  our  bill  — 

(FADE  IN)  That's  exactly  it,  DoctoPo  There  won*t  be  any 
action  taken o 

Won®t  be  any  actlcn?  I don^t  understand? 

The  bill  was  table do 

Tabled?  — ^ou  mean  they  aren't  — 

They  aren't  going  to  take  any  action  on  it  at  allc  That's 
the  usual  method  for  disposing  of  unwanted  bills® 

But  the  Committee  reported  — 

I know  they  did.  But  I talked  to  some  of  them  before  they 
went  in  this  morning. 

Yes . 

There  seems  to  have  been  a change  of  opinion. 

But  is  there  any  particular  reason  they  had  for  turning 
it  down? 

They  seemed  to  think  the  country  doesn't  need  a forestry 
department®  They  said  we  aren't  ready  for  it. 
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Aren’t  ready  for  It?  What  do  they  mean  “we  aren’t  ready 
for  it?"  Do  the  forests  have  to  be  stripped  to  bare 
ground  before  anything  can  be  done?  Give  ’em  a trip  to 
China  to  let  them  see  what  happens  to  a country  that 
loses  its  forests o One  look  at  those  naked  hills  would 
send  them  scampering  back  home  to  set  up  a Forestry 
Department  ten  times  the  size  we  asked  for®  It’s  up  to 
you  and  me  to  carry  the  torohp  Punnello  We’ve  got  to  make 
them  see  Itc  (FADING)  We've  got  to  make  them  see  it..  — 
(INTERLUDE) 

(FADE  IN)  Howd^do^  Doetah  Houghc  Is  you  back  again? 

t 

Back  again,  Ajax^  Still  at  ito 

You's  been  spendln ’ mo®  time  heah  dls  time  den  you  did  de 
last  time® 

I guess  I have,  at  that 

I’se  thlnkln'  maybe  I shoul'd  go  git  you  a bed  and  put  it 
right  here  in  de  corridor®  You  sh  ® would  save  time  and 
shoe  leathah® 

Well.,  this  is  the  last  day^,  Ajax®  I won“t  be  around  any 
after  today® 

Da® 8 righto  Sv®body®s  goin ^ home®  It's  now  or  nevah 
fo°  d&t  ole  bill  of  yours o 
I knowo 
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Does  you  think  it’s  gonna  git  through? 

1 can  * t tell » 

You  ain't  so  sure  like  you  was  de  las®  timco 

AjaXp  you  should  never  be  sure  of  anything,  until  it  s 

history « And  then  don't  be  too  sure  of  its 

Yes,  auh,.  Dat  sho*  is  right.  I remembah  once  when  I wuz 

tryln®  to  shoot  a eight  point  and  dey  was  thirteen  of  us 

in  de  game.  I got  down  on  my  knees  an*  — 

Yes,  I know,  Ajax.  You  told  me  about  it.  Have  you  seen  . 
Congressman  Dunnell? 

Ohj,  lawdy^  Yes  suh,  I sho®  did  see  him.  He  say  to  tell 

you  he  would  be  out  heah  jes*  as  soon  as  he  find  out  what  s 

gonna  happen  to  de  billo 

(FADE  IN)  Well,  hello ^ there  Doctoro 

Wellj  Mr.  Lindstrom. 

Still  trying  to  get  that  bill  of  yours  through?  (LAUGHS) 
Yeso 

You  sure  are  a fool  for  punishment. 

Every  man  ,ln  his  own  fashion,  I guess o 
(LAUGHS)  Ri^t  as  rain.  Doctor.  And  today's  the. last 
chance  you'll  have  'till  the  next  session.  If  you  re  going 
to  save  any  forests  you®d  better  do  it  quick. 

Yes,  Ajax  mentioned  that. 
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Wellj  even  he  knows  it.  Say^  I®ve  been  reading  some  of  . 
your  articles  in  the  papers;  lately..  Can't  open  up  a 
magazinej  hardly^  without  seeing  an  article  on  forestry 
by  Doctor  -«-•  Franklin  eh  — What's  your  namet 
Doctor  Franklin  Hough.^ 

Sure 5 I remember^  I®m  not  so  good  at  nameSg  but  I never 
forget  a face® 

Xes,  I know® 

You're  wasting  your  timej  Dootoro  All  that  stuff  about 
the  barren  hills  of  China  and  the  forestry  methods  of 
Europe  won't  get  you  anywhere®  All  folks  need  to  do  Is 
to  look  in  their  own  back  yards  and  they  can  see  the  best 
evidence  In  the  world  that  there's  plenty  of  timber  in 
this  country. 

All  they  need  to  do  is  to  look  a. hundred  years  into  the 
future  and  ponder  on  whether  there'll  always  be  plenty  of 
timbero 

Wellj,  DoctoTg  I guess  you  know  as  well  as  I do  that  there's 
a hundred  phoney  prophets  to  every  good  one-. 

So  it  seems® 

I 

As  the  saying  goesp  "If  the  shoe  fits  — and  so  forth 
(LAUGHS) 

(FADE  IN)  Doctor  Hough’  Doctor  Hough'  It°s  through  The 
bill  went  through! 
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(ELATED)  I knew  It  wouldg  Dunnello  I knew  it.  They 

i 

had  to  pass  it  this  tline» 

The  allotment’s  only  two  thousand  dpllarsj  but  — 

But  it*s  a beginning.  That’s  worth  somethingo 
It  went  through  as  an  amendment  to. the  free  seed  billo 
What’s  all  the  fuss  about ^ Doctor? 

They’ve  passed  our  bill# 

Passed  itp  eh?  Humj,  what’s  this  country  coming  to  « fool 
ideas  like  that 

There  * s a sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  provided  for  the 
investigation  of  timber  resources  and  research  In  the 
field  of  — 

Investigation?  What  are  you  talking  about?  The  timber 
business  is  all  righto 
But  this  is  for  re search o 

Investigating  the  lumber  buslnesSy  eh  » they  must  be  out 
of  their  he ads o 

I’m  not  for  investigating  anybody’s  business  It’s  for 
researcho 

(LID  OFF)  That’s  just  a blind  to  keep  It  under  cover 
You’re  tryin’  to  rob  honest  citlz'^ns  of  this  country  of  a 
chance  to  earn  their  dally  bread,  I know  my  rights  as  a 
citizen  of  this  country o I’ve  got  a vote  and  I’m  going 
to  see  that  I have  something  to  say  about  this,^ 
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Well,  I wouian’t  get  so  perturbed  about  It,  sir.  If  X ware 
you.  Not  a great  deal  of  harm  can  be  done  for  two  thousand 

dollars o 

I beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  Dunnell.  I should  have  introduced 
you  gentlemen.  I'd  llfee  you  to  meet  Mr.  WlndstaJ®  -- 
Congressman  — 

Llndstromi  Llndstrom!  Dolph  Lindstrom- 

Sorry.  I'm  not  so  good  at  names,  but  I never  forget  a face- 
I'm  going  to  see  about  this.,  (FADIKO)  Two  thousand 
dollars,  eh?  Trying  to  undermine  the  biggest  business  in  - 

Wiiat  did  you  say  his  name  is? 

(CHUCKLES)  X guess  I was  thinking  out  loudo 
Most  of  the  lumbermen  are  glad  to  give  open-minded 

consideration  to  any  intelligent  proposition^ 

-1^4-  fls  difficult  to  convince  as 

But  there  are  a lot  of  people  as 

Lindstroin.  Our  work*s  only  begun » 

Xt*ll  let  up  some  from  now  ono 

On  the  contrary.  It  will  be  more  difficult.  Mow  we  have 
the  job  of  proving  to  this  whole  country  that  all  the  things 
we've  said  and  written  are  true.  People  are  impatient 
with  their  prophets.  They  want  concrete  evidence,  not 
nicely  put  theorleso 
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But  the  need  for  forest  management  isn't  theoretical r: 

It*s  actuals  I'm  certain  President  Crant  will  appoint  you 
to  carry  on  the  work,  (FADING-)  There's  nobody  In  the 
country  so  able  as  you  Dr,  Houghj,  to  do  this  important  — 
^INTERLUDE) 

(FADE  IN)  And  that  was  sixty  years  ago,  Jerry, 

President  Grant  did  appoint  Doctor  Hough,  didn't  he? 

He  didn’t  lose  any  time  about  it,  either. 

But  all  Doctor  Hough  did  was  make  a report  on  the  condition 
of  timber  resources,  I don't  see  how  that  could  have 
amounted  to  much. 

That  wasn't  all,  by  any  means,  and  It's  like  the. old  adage, 

•*» 

Jerry,  "Big  oaks  from  little  acorns  g-row,  “ Everything  has 
to  have  a beginning.  And  that  was  the  beginning  of 
Forestry  in  the  United  States, 

(FINALE) 

Uncle  Sam's  Forest  Rangers  comes  to  you  on  the  Farm  and 
Home  Hour  every  Friday  as  a presentation  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  with  the  cooperation  of  the  United 
States  Forest  Service, 
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